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vSounds of the Seasonv 
“To me there is no picture so beautiful as 

smiling, bright-eyed, happy children; no music 
so sweet as their clear and ringing laughter.”

P.T. Barnum

Celebrating the Sounds of School 

School life has the power to leave deep and lasting 
impressions on the mindsets that children develop toward 
lifelong learning. Simply stated, joy and learning should not 
be mutually exclusive. As educators, we have found that 
children are interested in two things: doing and doing now. 
Because of this, we strive for every day to be a “now day” for 
our students. Students of all ages find joy in the excitement, 
noise, and laughter of learning in school. Knowing this, 
educators hold the responsibility to educate and to inspire 
the whole child — mind, heart, and soul.  - Continued on Page 4 

Follow Us on Facebook & Twitter! �1www.oldtappanschools.orgPlease, recycle if printed.

From Our 
Family to Yours 
The Old Tappan faculty and 
staff and the Board of 
Education wish you and your 
family a relaxing December 
break and a peaceful and 
joyous start to the new year! 

Change in Your 
Emergency Contact 
Information? 

Our emergency notification 
system, SchoolMessenger, is 
only efficient if your 
information is accurate in the 
Genesis Parent Portal. If any 
of your contact information 
has changed, please log into 
the Genesis Parent Portal to 
make the necessary changes 
to your account. We want 
you to receive all 
notifications from the Old 
Tappan Public Schools. 

OLD TAPPAN 
The Newsletter of The Old Tappan PK-8 Public School District

CDW Chorus
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Youngest 
Sounds of  
Learning  
Our preschool students 
immerse themselves in the 
joy of books. Learning the 
critical pre-reading skills of 
picture representations, 
left to right orientation, 
and storybook elements, our preschool students “read” 
stories everyday.  Listening to and talking about books fills 
the preschool classroom with joyful sounds of learning.  

Book Talk Sessions 
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Debate 
Team: Artful 
Conversation 
There is no more powerful 
sound of learning than 
listening to middle school 
students delve into a 
sophisticated topic,  make 
sense of an overarching 
premise, form cohesive lines 
of argument, listen actively 
to others, and articulate 
related details to support 
their thinking — all while 
being respectful of peers’ 
perspectives and courteous 
of conversational etiquette. 
This is debate!  

Our middle school Debate 
Team was formed last year 
and began competing this 
year in the Bergen County 
Debate League. Competing 
against 125 middle       
schoolers from six other 
schools, they are debating 
the nationally assigned 
topic: Should the United 
States substantially reduce 
direct commercial sales and/
or foreign military sales of 
arms?  Thus far, our team has 
debated three times and has 
won nine negative and 
affirmative rounds of 
arguments. Our middle 
school Debate Team  is 
perfecting the art of 
conversation!

Join us in reading the second book of the year - The Gift of  
Failure: How the Best Parents Learn to Let Go So Their 
Children Can Succeed. Come for one or both of these Book 
Talk sessions in the Board Conference Room.  

January 15th - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM  (Parts I & II) 
March 11th - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM  (Part III) 

The conversation is casual and those who attend are open 
and interested in learning from one another. In this book, 
Lahey discusses the value of mistakes, particularly at the 
middle school and high school levels. The text is well 
researched and presented in a series of narratives.
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District Blueprint for 
Growth & Development  
Every three years, our District will engage in a 
formal Blueprint planning process. This process is  
comprehensive in nature, soliciting input from 
various stakeholder groups, and allows us to reflect 
on the accomplishments achieved, as well as the 
areas that need continued focus for strengthening. 
The Blueprint serves as a strategic plan for the 
District, prioritizes our work, and charts a course for 
all involved in educating the children of Old Tappan.  

This Blueprint for Growth and Development 
includes enduring themes that will define our future 
success as a District. To continue to grow as an 
academic organization, we need to concentrate on 
five areas to support student success:   

(a.) educating 
t h e w h o l e 
child; (b.) enriching our academic programs; (c.) supporting 
our high-quality faculty and staff; (d.) enhancing our facility 
and operations; and (e.) developing our relationships and 
partnerships. 

Additionally, our Blueprint focuses on aligning our work with 
goals from the Department of Education’s Student Learning 
Standards. The outcomes for students will combine content 
knowledge with precision skills, civic responsibility, and 
career awareness.  

This Blueprint provides us with goals, objectives, and 
measurable targets over the next three years. We will revisit 
the Blueprint annually to see if we need to recalibrate our 
work to ensure progress. Progress will be publicized and 
reported at year-end Board of Education meetings.  

This 2019-2022 Blueprint provides us with a strong 
educational and organizational outline for our work. 
However, continued growth and development depends on 
all of us working together for our students. The Board of 
Education, faculty, and staff look forward to sharing our 
progress as we strengthen our District.  
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Read Our 
2019-2022 
Blueprint 

Click HERE to read the 
District’s 2019-2022 

Blueprint. A helpful video 
will be released to provide 

additional explanation.  

http://online.fliphtml5.com/fdvtm/fsaf/
http://www.oldtappanschools.org
http://online.fliphtml5.com/fdvtm/fsaf/
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Happy Retirement! 

Thank you to Ms. Applebaum 
for over 30 years of dedicated 
service to public education. 
Ms. Applebaum served as the 
District’s Learning Disabilities 
Teacher-Consultant (LDTC). 
Best wishes for a happy and 
healthy retirement! 

Celebrating the 
Sounds of School  
- Continued from Page 1 

Through creative play, 
imaginative approaches, 
competitive yet supportive 
activities, encouragement of 
self-expression, and active 
student engagement, students 
of all ages shape their 
knowledge and develop 
building blocks for academic 
success. The sounds of 
learning can be the silent 
moment of mystery when a 
new idea is being explored or 
the outburst of inquiry and 
laughter. Regardless of its 
form, the sounds of learning 
are celebrated in our schools.  

’Tis the Season:  
Model the Gift of Conversation 
It is our hope that these holiday times will be filled with 
family visits and friendly conversations. It is important to 
recognize that these communicative experiences, although 
common and seemingly simplistic, are rich learning 
experiences for students of all ages. Young people’s 
communication skills are influenced by the examples that 
they see and hear around them.  

The art of listening is the foundation of effective 
communication. Although it is not a concrete school subject, 
like mathematics or science, it does permeate all academics 
as well as interpersonal relations. According to qualitative 
literature, listening is a very large part of school learning and 
is one of our primary means of interacting with other 
people. Educators who listen to their students with interest, 
attention, and patience set good examples.  

Just as in school, parents can model good listening behavior 
at home. Ways of modeling effective listening skills include 
picking out highlights of a conversation, asking relevant 
questions, relating personal experiences to that being 
discussed, and encouraging talking and listening to 
nonverbal messages.  

As we participate in lively conversations during these festive 
times, we must remain cognizant that adults hold the 
privileged power of modeling the types of communicative 
practices in which we hope our children will engage. 
Whether at home or at school, children are always learning! 

Prosecutor’s Office Cyber Crimes DNA Mobile Lab - Gr. 7 STEM Conversation
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